Chapter 10

Prayer

God speaks to us through His written Word. We
speak to Him through prayer.

Jesus is the only link between earth and heaven. So we
pray to the Father in Jesus' name. Not to Jesus, but through
Jesus — to the Father. It is because we have accepted Jesus

that the Father hears us.

When we pray, exactly what does that mean? What is
prayer? "Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a
friend" (Steps to Jesus, p. 92). And God is your Friend. If you
need something, you can ask Him for it. If you are having
trouble, you can tell Him about it. God is interested in you
and in everything that happens to you. "He who did not
spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all - how will he
not also, along with him, graciously give us all
things" (Romans 8:32)? If God gave us His Son, won't He
give us the other blessings we need as well? (Read John

15:16.)
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Wolta'ii 10

Sohodizin

Diyin éi Bizaad bee ak'e’ashchinigii yee nihil halne'

teh. Nihi sodiilzingo Diyin God bich'i' yadeiilti'.

Jesus beego nahasdzaan d66 ya'aashii bee boholniihii
bit haz'aanii bit ahit k'é nahasdlji'. Ako Jesus bizhi' bee aTaa'
bich'i' sozdoolziil. Jesus t'aa bi bich'i'go éi dooda; Jesus beego

—aTaa' bich'i'. Jesus joodlaago biniinaa aTaa' hwiists'aa’ 1a.

Diné fa' sozdilzingo, haa 14 yiit'iih? Aadoo sodizin
wolyéii, ha'at'ii at'é? "Sodizinigii éi hajéi Diyin God bich'i' aa
ajit'figo at'é, ak'is niliinii bich'i'gi at'éego" (Steps to Jesus, p.
92). T'aa aanii Diyin éi hak'is nilif 1a. T'44 ha'at'thida bidin
jiliigoda Diyin bijokeedgo hé& biighah. Ti'hojooniihgo shii,
bini'dii Diyin bee bit hojilne' doo. Diyin éi ni d66 t'aa attso
aniléhigii yineedli. "Diyin God t'aa bi biYe' doo anéisjidgo6o
t'4a aniiltso niha ninéidini'a, da' dodsh éi t'aa bit t'4a attsoni
t'4a jitk'e nihaa yiiniit da doo" (Romans 8:32)? Azha biYe'

//////

bideiniikeedigii nihaididoo'aat da? (John 15:16 yinilta'.)
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There are many blessings God wants to give us, but
He waits to give them until we ask. We can have these
blessings if we do ask, but not if we don't. The Bible says:
"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;

knock and the door will he opened to you" (Matthew 7:7).

When you ask for something, don't give up. Tell God
just what you feel you need and ask Him to give it to you.
But remember that He knows more than you do. "We cannot
see the future, and sometimes we ask for things that would
not be a blessing. Our heavenly Father in love answers our
prayers by giving us what is best for us. He gives us what we
would ask for if we could see all things as they really

are" (Steps to Jesus, p. 96).
"We are to hold to God's promises even when it seems

that our prayers are not answered. At the right time we will

receive the blessing we need most. But we cannot demand
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Jo t'66 ahayoigo bee ak'ijidliii danilinigii Diyin
nihaididoo'dal nit'éé’, nidi shijokeed dooleet yinizin.
Ak'idahojidli ya'adaat'éehii yée éi bidayiniikeedgo inda nihi
dooleel, nidi t'4adoo bidayiniikeedgbéogo ako doo nihee
hodooleel da la. Diyin Bizaad akoéni: "Da'iindhkeed, ako
dein6hkeedigii nihaa dadoolyéél; hadaaht'i, ako hadaah-
t'inigii bik'idadoohkah; daadilkal nidanotts'in, 4ko niha aa
adadoolniil" (Matthew 7:7).

Ha'at'thida biinikeedgo shij, t'dadoo t'aa' konit'éhi.
Diida, éida bidin nishli ninizingo aTaa' bee bil holne', d66
shaa difléét bidini. Ako nidi Diyin éi niladh at'éego bit
ééhozinigii béénilniih. "Nihi éf la'idi nida'ayiilziih, d66 doo
fiyisi nihit éédahézin da biniinaa, tahda shii t'aadoo le'é doo
niha ya'at'éhigii bidayiniikeed teh. ATaa' éi ay66'anih6'niigo
biniinaa niha ya'adaat'éhigii t'é nihaa yiilé. Ako Diyin nihaa
yiiléii, t'44 iidaa' daniidzin doo nit'éé', t'4d bi nahalingo
dahoniidzaago t'aa altsoji' nihil éédahdzin 1ladaa' " (Steps to
Jesus, p. 96).

"Diyin éi bich'i' sozdilzingo, doo shiists'aa’ da jinizin
shii daats'i. Ako bini'dii Bizaad yee aninigii t'ah nidi jota'
doo. Nihiists'aa' 1a, ako baa hoolzhiizhgo inda aldahgo bidin
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daniidlinigii nihaa doolyéél. Nidi t'aa afahji' t'ad ho jininigi
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that a prayer will be answered in just the way we desire. God
does not make mistakes. He is so good that He will not keep
from us anything that would help us. Do not be afraid to
trust Him, even though you may not see an answer at

once" (Steps to Jesus, p. 96).

Satan will try to keep you from praying, but pray
anyway. Jesus is our Example and He spent much time in
prayer — sometimes the whole night. By praying He received

strength from His Father, and so can we.

It is good to pray in groups, such as the family or the
church. But we should also pray alone. There are some
things that need to stay just between you and God. Pray
every morning and every night. At other times, like when

you're working, you can also keep your heart lifted to God in
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at'éego Diyin ha fidooliil, éi doodago ts'ida bijokeedigii
hweidooléét jinizingo, éi doo biighah da. Diyin God doo
akot'éego yee nihich'{' haadzii' da. Ts'ida t'aa attsoji' hoyaa la,
ako doo iisiih da; ald6' ay6o ajooba'igii biniinaa ya'adaa-
t'éehii oodlani danilinigii doo yits'aa koydsin da. Ako Diyin
éi nitdzilgo ba'iinili, azhé biinikeedigii t'ah doo yinittséeh da

nidi" (Steps to Jesus, p. 96).

Séitan éi Diyin bich'i' sohodizinigii yijoota d66 ba
bohoénéedzaago t'aad’ néta' doo, doo sodilzin da doo biniyé.
Ako bini'dii t'ah nidi Diyin God bich'i' sodilzin! Jesus éi
Bik'ehgo Ada'diilniilii nilfigo nizaadg6é sodoolzin — tahda
dikwii t1'éé' biighah nidi sodoolzin la. Azha Jesus nidi biTaa'
yich'{' sodilzingo bee bidziil nadleeh nit'éé'. Nihi ald¢' t'aa

akodadii'niil.

Ahil sodazdilzingo éi ya'at'ééh — t'aata'i hooghand6o
atah dzizlij'go, éi doodago sodizin ba hooghandi oodlani t'aa
altso atah daazlij'goda. Nidi t'a4a sahi atd6' sozdidoolziil. J6
ha'at'thida diné né&anata'jigo doo bidéeti' da teh, ni d6o
niDiyin God t'éiya. Ako t'4a séhi sozdilzin dooleet — abinigo
doo6 e'e'aahgo, t'aa akwii ji. Aad6o sha biighah sodizin k'ehgo
Diyin God baa nitsidzikees doo. Nitsizdéesgo'go sozdilzingo

ya'at'ééh, nidi nijilnishgo hajéi biyi'di Diyin bit alch'{'
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prayer. "Silent prayers rise to God like smoke from sweet
incense. Satan cannot overcome a person who keeps hold of

God in prayer" (Steps to Jesus, p. 98).

We have talked about prayer as a way of getting the
things we need — help, blessings, spiritual strength. But in
our prayers we should also give thanks. A large part of our
prayer time should be spent thanking God for things He has
already given us. This is just as important as asking for what
we need. Remember too that many of the things we take for
granted are really blessings from God. We don't usually ask
for these things (life, sunshine, air, friends, and so on), but

God would be happy if we offered thanks for them.

Notice that our last three chapters have talked about
things that should be a regular part of every Christian's life.
These are: (1) helping others in whatever way we can (which
includes telling them about Jesus); (2) studying God's Word
(as well as thinking prayerfully about it afterwards); and (3)
prayer (both asking for things and giving thanks). These are
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yajitti'go aldd' t'aa ako. "Sohodizin t'aadoo {its'a'i akodaat'éii
é{ tikango halchinigi at'éego Diyin bich'i' hahald66h la. Diné
la' akot'éego sozdilzingo Diyin God bit 1a'1 dzizlii'go inda
doo bik'eh hodddle' at'ée da; Séitan éi diné akot'éii ts'ida doo

bee boholniih da doo" (Steps to Jesus, p. 98).

Ya'at'éehii al'aa adaat'éii sodizinigii bee shoizhdoot-
t'eel ha'ni — bika'ayeed, it hézh¢, 44d66 diyin k'ehgo adziil
hajéfyi'di holéonii. Ako nidi atdé' baa ahééh jinizin doo. T'a4
iidda" Diyin nihainilahigii t'66 ahaydi. Ako doo t'66 Diyin
bizhdokeed da; ald6' hainilahigii baa ahééshnizin doo.
Hanaago66 daholoonii t'aa attso Diyin bee bééjilniih dooleet,
azhgd doo shii t'66 ahayo6idi baa nitsinizdikos da nidi.
(Aéhdishninigii éi iina, adinidiin, nitch'i, k'é hwiindzin, d66
naanala' akoédaat'éhigii.) Diné fa' kot'éego baa ahééshnizingo

Diyin God bit ya'at'ééh 1a.

Taa'go wolta'ii atkéé' yinitta'da éi oodlani ts'ida
bik'ehgo nijighaa dooleet. Dii 4dhdeilni: (1) T'aa bizhneel'aaji'
diné naanalahji' bika anijilwo'. (Dii é{ t'aa haiida Jesus bee bit
hojilne'igii boolta'go 6olyé.) (2) Diyin Bizaad jotta'go
binadhojiit'adh. (Ald¢' jiitta'igii biyi'do6 sodizin k'ehgo
hazh6'6 baa nitsidzikees.) (3) Sozdilzin. (Ha'at'thida Diyin

bijokeed d66 baa ahééshnizin.) Dii taa'go atkéé' haz'anigii
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not good works that earn salvation; instead they are ways in
which Jesus comes close to us. If you are helping, studying,
and praying regularly, then you will also be growing as a
Christian. Jesus will recreate you as a new person in His
likeness and your life will be a blessing — both to you and to

those around you.

Columbine. State flower of Colorado.
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doo naanish bit aheelt'ée da; doo éi binahji' yisda'iildéeh da.
T'66 Jesus hot yi'ashgo nizhénigo bee hwééhodoosiitigii
addaat'é. Ni éf 4aka ananilwo'go, do66 Diyin Bizaad
bindhoot'aahgo, do66 sonidilzijhgo shii, ako ald¢' diyin
k'ehgo niiséet doo. Jesus nii' h6loogo baa nit h6zh¢o doo - bit
kéédahot'inigii atdd' baa bit dah6zh¢o dooleet!
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